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BELLEVUE GOLDMINE — VIAGO LODE 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.15 pm]: The exploration 
incentive scheme through the government–industry co-funded drilling program has discovered significant gold 
mineralisation beneath the historic Bellevue goldmine, 40 kilometres north of Leinster in the eastern 
goldfields. The mine, which has not been mined since 1997, is now likely to be re-opened. Draig Resources, 
now known as Bellevue Gold Limited, applied for co-funded drilling in round 15 to target a gold-rich lode 
that was theorised to have been displaced by a fault beneath the historical workings. In drilling in May this 
year, the exploration hole successfully intersected the theorised lode, but the co-funding enabled the hole to 
be extended to a greater depth—721 metres—and unexpectedly but importantly found a second mineralised 
lode, now named the Viago lode. 

Bellevue Gold Limited has reported to the Australian Securities Exchange that the Viago lode is one of the highest 
grade recent gold discoveries globally. The full extent of this new mineralisation at the Viago lode is still not 
defined and is the driver for continued exploration by the company. The Viago lode has an initial inferred resource 
of 800 000 tonnes at 22 grams per tonne—for 550 000 ounces of contained gold. At today’s gold price, this equates 
to an in-ground value of approximately $950 million. 

This success is on the back of the McGowan government’s contribution via co-funding of $150 000. This 
investment in exploration by the state is likely to produce further job creation in regional Western Australia, as 
well as a great future return to the state in royalties. The EIS continues to encourage exploration in remote 
greenfields regions of Western Australia, as well as playing a significant part in finding riches such as the Viago 
lode that remain to be discovered. 
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